
Synopsis: Narrator and 9-16 actors depict Jesus’ 
parable of the Wheat and Weeds in Matthew 13. Good
and evil are not always easy to distinguish and must
co-exist until the time of final judgment.

Topics: Evil, Judgment, Patience, Growth, Wisdom.

Time Requirements: 3 minutes

Characters:
Narrator- the glue of the script, directly addresses the
audience.

Farmer-  wise and patient.

Servants 1 & 2- hardworking, determined, impulsive.

Enemy- stealthy and sinister.

Seeds & Weeds- visual props, dressed completely in
black, representing good and evil.

Props: Black dress for seeds and Enemy.

Stage Setup:   
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Narrator: The kingdom of heaven is like a man who
sowed good seed in his field.

Farmer: Ok, so this is good. All this good seed, here. I
think I’ll toss this seed right over here. And this
seed... over here. You, over there,... you, you, you... all
of you, out. Out to the soil. What good is seed if it’s
never planted? So everybody, get outa’ here.

Narrator: But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went
away.

Discussion Point:
Do you mow the lawn?

Weed the garden?  Do you ever
wonder who decided which plants

were good and which were weeds?
Have you ever noticed that most

weeds eventually get flowers? 

0 minutes 

Author’s Note:
Scene opens on

narrator and farmer.
As the farmer sows, the
seeds run out, report to

the farmer, and then
curl up into tight

“balls” on the stage. 
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Blocking: Enemy enters
stealthily and studies the

field.  He then gestures for the
weeds who nestle in right next to

the seeds. Enemy exits.



Narrator: When the wheat sprouted and formed
heads, then the weeds  also appeared.

Narrator: The owner's servants came to him and
said,

Servant 1: Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your
field? Where’d all these weeds come from?

Narrator: The farmer thought for a minute be
fore exclaiming,

Farmer: An enemy did this!

Narrator: So the servants asked him,

Servant 2: Do you want us to go and pull them
up?

Servant 1: See if we just dig around a bit I’m
sure we can get these outa’ here.

Farmer: No, wait!  Hold on!  STOP!!

Narrator: He answered.

Farmer: STOP!

Servant 2: What?  You can’t leave these in here.
These are weeds!

Farmer: Well, duh.

Narrator: Said the farmer.

Farmer: Don’t you think I know weeds?

Servant 1: Well then why let them grow?

Farmer: Look, both of you, c’mere... Look.

Servant 2: What?

Farmer: Look what you’re doing. If you pull out

1 minute
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Discussion Point:
What do you think Jesus

meant when he called some people
“weeds” and some people
“wheat”?  Was he being 

judgmental?

Scripture link:
Matthew 13: 24-30

Jesus told them

another parable: The

kingdom of heaven is

like a man who

sowed good seed in

his field. But while

everyone was sleeping,

his enemy came and

sowed weeds among

the wheat, and went

away. When the

wheat sprouted and

formed heads, then

the weeds also

appeared. The owner’s

servants came to him

and said, ‘Sir, didn’t

you sow good seed in

your field? Where

then did the weeds

come from?’ ‘An enemy

did this,’he replied.

The servants asked

him, ‘Do you want us

to go and pull them

up? ‘No,’ he answered,

‘because while you are

pulling the weeds,

you may root up the

wheat with them. Let

both grow together

until the harvest. At

that time I will tell

the harvesters: First

collect the weeds and

tie them in bundles

to be burned; then

gather the wheat

and bring it into my

barn.’ 

Blocking: Servants enter
and study the frozen stalks.

Blocking: Farmer pulls
the two servants over for a

closer view of the “roots” (shoes)
of the weeds they were yanking.
Their feet should be intertwined.

Blocking: Seeds and
weeds both gradually rise

together until they’re at full height
with arms stretched out over 

their heads.  When they’re fully up,
they freeze in place.

Blocking: Both servants
grab a “weed” and start

trying to dislodge it from the
ground. They continue long enough

that the farmer has to yell to get
them to stop.



this weed, you’ll kill the wheat. See how their
roots are all intertwined?  There’s no way to get
rid of the weeds without pulling up the wheat.

Servant 1: So whatta’ we do?

Farmer: Whatta’ we do?  We keep our heads.
You see... whoever did this is counting on us to
panic. He thinks we’ll be so panicked about the
weeds, that we’ll destroy our own crop trying to
exterminate them.

Servant 2: So we live with it?

Farmer: We live with it. We get used to having
weeds around. We even water the weeds. We
might even have to fertilize the weeds. But we
don’t panic.

Servant 1: So we let both grow together?

Farmer: Until the harvest. Then we’ll collect the
weeds and tie them  in bundles to be burned;
and then gather the wheat and bring it into the
barn.

Narrator: It took some getting used to. At first
the servants could hardly stand walking by the
weeds and doing nothing. But... the strategy
worked. Eventually the weeds were burned and
the wheat was saved.

Farmer: So look around today. See any weeds?  

Servant 1: They’re everywhere, growing right
among us.

Narrator: They’re at school, work, even church.

Farmer: Sometimes it’s really hard to tell the
wheat from the weeds, since they look a lot
alike.

Servant 2: But do we panic?  Do we drag out
giant buckets of weed killer?
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Scripture link:
Matthew 7:16-18

By their fruit you

will recognize them.

Do people pick grapes

from thornbushes, or

figs from thistles?

Likewise every good

tree bears good fruit,

but a bad tree bears

bad fruit. A good tree

cannot bear bad

fruit, and a bad tree

cannot bear good

fruit.

Discussion Point:
If you look at your life

today at school and church, where
do you see wheat and weeds 
growing side by side?  How do you
know which is which?

Blocking: All the wheat
and the weeds fall over
together and are carried off/herded
off by the servants.

3 minutes

Blocking: The farmer
continues to use the weeds
and wheat as “props” as he
explains how to treat them.

Blocking: At this point
all the characters drop their
original characterization and
become “themselves,” directly
addressing the audience. They
should end the script side by side,
facing the 
audience.

▲
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extend to video, radio, television, websites, or film.
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Narrator: Or do we keep our heads?  Live each
day with weeds around us. Knowing that one day
the harvest will come, and the Farmer will sort
everything out.

Lights Out
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Discussion Point:
What are the dangers of

living with “weeds?”  What are
the dangers of trying to run away
from the weeds?  Doing battle with
the weeds?


